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Please note:  Volleyball will be discontinued until February. 

 

DEC 1, FRI  6:30 PM  NO SIERRA TALKS THIS MONTH SIERRA TALKS: STIMULATING 

SPEAKERS, SOCIALIZING, AND SNACKING   

 

DEC 8, FRI 6 - 9 PM  SIERRA SOCIAL HOLIDAY PARTY! 

 

DEC 13, WED  MISSION TRAILS EVENING HIKE (M5B) 

 

DEC 16, 8 AM  COAST TO CREST SIKES ADOBE TO SAN PASQUAL TRAIL HEAD (M10B) 

 
DEC 18, MON 6:00-8:00 PM     CANCELLED        SIERRA SOCIAL BOARD MEETING 
 
DEC 28, THU           NEW YEARS BEAR VALLEY CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TRIP (Car Pool) 
(M5B) 
 

Announcements          
 
The Sierra Social Section, formerly the Sierra Singles, is a group of adults who 
share a common interest in protecting our environment while enjoying the 
company of others. Each month we host a variety of activities like our usual 
Sierra Club day hikes and car camps to happy hours. From movie nights to 
sporting events; from picnics to parties! You name it we’ve got it! If not, you can 
help lead an event. Come join in on the fun! Checkout our website for all listings. 
Request: If you have moved since you joined the Sierra Social Section, 
please send your new address to sierrasocialmembership@gmail.com. In 

the Subject, please put: New Address. 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW... 
Any Sierra Social Section member can host an Activity (such as meeting at a 
concert, happy hour, game night, party at your house, etc.). Just write up the 
description, identify where and when and how to get there, who to call/email for 
information, and send it to Mollie Bigger, cmbigger@cox.net our Programs 
Chairperson, and If approved it will be published in The Happenings!!! 

 

Sierra Social Section Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 
Chairperson: Dina Campbell, dinacampbell07@gmail.com 
Outings Chair: Christian Soria, cvsoria@gmail.com 
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Webmaster:Christian Soria, cvsoria@gmail.com 
Programs Chair: Mollie Bigger, cmbigger@cox.net 
Secretary: Ed Hoopes, Reef-Break@cox.net 
Editor: Verna Silvia, vernasilvia@cox.net 
Vice Chair: Veronica Gioncola, SIERRACLUBLEADER.VERONICA@gmail.com 
Membership Chairman: Steve Mitton, sam9820@hotmail.com 
Promotions Chair: EL Lotecka, elguide1@gmail.com 
Treasurer:Marilyn Bockstahler, OSIDEMB@gmail.com 
Programs Chair Assistant: Cindy Benner, cindybenner@gmail.com 
Conservation: Michelle De Nicola, michelle.denicola@gmail.com 
Hospitality: open 
 
 
Hike Support Information: 
 
Warning: There is no guarantee anyone else will be at the carpool meeting place, so 
come prepared (with your directions) to drive yourself in case no one else shows up. Car 
poolers should be at the meeting place prior to the suggested meeting time so the carpool 
can leave on time. 
 
CARPOOL INFORMATION Grossmont/La Mesa: from East I-8, exit at Jackson Drive & turn left. 
At the next light, turn right to Murray Drive. From I-8 west, exit Jackson Drive & go straight 
across the intersection. The Park & Ride is next to the Red Lobster Restaurant (do not park in 
the restaurant’s half of the lot).   
 
Mission Valley: I-8 to Qualcomm Way off-ramp. Go west on Camino de la Reina. Park on 
Camino del Este near Camino de la Reina. Meet near the SW corner of Camino del Este and 
Camino de la Reina. 
 
La Jolla: From I-5, exit Gilman Dr & turn west. To get to the lot, make a U-turn on Gilman & the 
lot will be on your right before the southbound on-ramp to I-5. 
 
El Cajon (old): Meet on the southwest corner of Second St & Oakdale Ave. Take I-8 to Second 
Street exit. Go south one block to Oakdale Avenue. Park on Oakdale. (This El Cajon location 
has become crowded; many prefer to use the newer Los Coches facility. 
 
El Cajon: Take I-8 to Los Coches Road. Exit south & then left on Camino Canada. Thomas 
Bros. 1252, 1-D, 2001 
 
Mira Mesa: From I-15, go west at Mira Mesa Blvd. Take the first right into the Park & Ride lot. 
From eastbound Mira Mesa Blvd, turn left (north) on Westview Pkwy & immediately right; drive 
past the north side of Best Buy. 
 
Rancho Penasquitos: Take I-15 to Rancho Peñasquitos Blvd/Poway Rd exit. Go one block west 
on Rancho Peñasquitos Blvd. The Park & Ride is on the south (left) side of the street behind the 
Unocal 76 gas station. 
 
Trip Grading System: The first letter shows the general difficulty of the trip. 
E – Easy: Anyone in reasonable condition can do this trip. 
M – Moderate: You must be in good shape, and previous hiking experience is 
recommended. 
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H – Hard: You should have comfortably done several moderate trips before 
tackling this. Look carefully at the mileage and elevation gain. 
S – Strenuous: Talk about this trip with the leader. A fast pace may be required, 
besides other challenges. 
V -Very Strenuous: This is for very experienced hikers. You may encounter 
difficult terrain. Don&#39;t try it until you are ready. 
The number after the first character is the distance in miles (on multiple day trips 
it is for the longest day). For example, M9B is a moderate 9-mile hike. 
The last letter shows the elevation gain. For multi-day trips, the grade is the day 
with the most elevation gain. For example H12D is a hard 12-mile hike with a 
2,000-3,000 foot gain: 
A: Less than 500 feet gain B: 500 to 1000 feet gain C: 1000 to 2000 feet gain D: 
2000 to 3000 feet gain E: more than 3000 feet 
Advance reservations are required when a “**” appears in the header or when 
the write-up states to contact the leader. 
 
A quick reminder -- any member may sponsor events (not hikes) and list them in 
The Happenings. Please send the event to our Programs Chair: Mollie Bigger, 
cmbigger@cox.net for publication. Hikes should be entered in the Chapter 
database http://www.jimmc.com/SCWeb/Login.aspx that will forward information 
to Outing’s Chair for approval. 
 
YOU MAY ACCESS THE HAPPENINGS ACTIVITIES ON OUR WEBSITE: 
http://social.sierrasd.org/ Click the Happenings tab. 
SIERRA SOCIAL SECTION SAN DIEGO FACEBOOK PAGE. 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=131438233566233#!/group.php?gid=13 
1438233566233 
 
 
THE SIERRA SOCIAL SECTION WEB PAGE: Feel free to submit your 
photographs that you would like to see on the site, along with any constructive 
comments, to the web-master at sd.sierra.social@gmail.com 
 
SIERRA SOCIAL SECTION OUTING LEADERS: For steps on how to publish 
your outing and enter your outing in the Chapter database or how to 
host an event, go to our website http://www.sierraleaderssd.net/login.aspx 
 And click on ABOUT&gt; LEADING EVENTS. 
 
BICYCLE SECTION: http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/bicycle/ 
TO JOIN: 
Just go to our website http://social.sierrasd.org/ and click JOIN US. Select the 
Donate button and complete the application to pay by credit card (through 
Paypal), entering $10. 
 
TO RENEW YOUR SIERRA SOCIAL SECTION MEMBERSHIP: (new version – 1/1/2015) 
You can easily renew your membership on line at: 
http://social.sierrasd.org/  Click Join Us, then Donate button. 
If you are not a current member of the Sierra Club, you must join or renew your 
membership in the Sierra Club to continue your membership with the Sierra 
Social Section. If you haven’t joined the Sierra Club or your membership has 
lapsed, you can join online at: http://sandiegosierraclub.org/ It may take the 
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Sierra Club over a month to register your membership or update their database. 
In order to expedite your Sierra Social Section membership renewal, please 
email your Sierra Club receipt to: sierrasocialmembership@gmail.com 
If you prefer to renew by mail, please print and fill out the Membership form at the 
bottom of the Happenings newsletter and mail to the address shown with your 
check payable to Sierra Social Section. If not a current member of the Sierra 
Club, also fill out the Sierra Club form and send it with a separate check for the 
Sierra Club. (you must join to continue your membership in Sierra Social 
Section). The address to mail both renewals to is listed on the form. 
 
 
 
 
SIERRA SOCIAL SECTION MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
Membership in Sierra Social Section does not include Sierra Club, San Diego Chapter 
membership. To also join the Sierra Club, please include the Sierra Club form (bottom) 
and a SEPARATE check payable to “Sierra Club.” 
 
“Fees paid to Sierra Social Section &amp; to the Sierra Club are NOT tax deductible as 
charitable contributions.” 
 
Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________CA Zip:_________Phone:______________________ 
 
Email:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about us? 
New $10 Renewal $10 
Email newsletters sent by blind copy to preserve privacy. Include email address to 
receive the Happenings and weekly updates. Sorry, we do not send hard copies by 
USPS. 
ALL renewal memberships MUST include proof of current Sierra Club membership: 
preferably a copy of your membership card clearly showing expiration date or an 
address label from a current Hi Sierran or Sierra magazine (along with enough of the 
front page to show the issue date). First year Sierra Social Section membership does 
not require Sierra Club membership. 
Make check payable to: Sierra Social Section 
Mail to: Sierra Social Section, 8834 Heraldry St., San Diego, CA 92123-2222 
 
SIERRA CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION W0550 
 
Includes subscription to Sierra magazine &amp; Chapter publications 
 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
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City:___________________  CA Zip___________ Phone:_____________________  

 
Email address:__________________________________ 
 
Membership categories: Initial online membership is as low as $15; Introductory: 
$25; Regular $39; Supporting $75; Contributing $150; Senior/Student/Limited Income 
$24; Life Member: $1000 Make check payable to: Sierra Club Mail to: Sierra Social 
Section, 8834 Heraldry St., San Diego, CA 92123-2222 
 


